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OPEN FOR TAKEOUT • TUES - SAT • 4-7:30PM

http://www.publichousevt.com/

Convenient 
Online Ordering

Craft Beer, 
Growlers, Cocktails 
& Wine All Available 

For Takeout
802•295•8500 

5813 Woodstock Road • Quechee, VT

Please
Follow Our 

Facebook Page
For Our Most 

Current Specials
& Info.

Thank you for your continued support
as we navigate these difficult times.

Be Safe!

By Leone Bushkin
For Congregation Shir Shalom

The Woodstock Area Jew-
ish Community (WAJC) and 
Congregation Shir Shalom 
held its first virtual annual 
Passover Community Seder 
on April 8, led by Rabbi 
Ilene Harkavy Haigh.

 Passover is a holiday 
about liberation; it is a holi-
day about freedom. The 
Passover seder is the Jewish 
celebration of liberation af-
ter being rescued from slav-
ery in Egypt.

Why was this night differ-
ent from other seder nights? 
Planned by Rabbi Haigh 
and Jeanie Levitan, the Shir 
Shalom seder was especially 
poignant this year. 

Every year it takes many 
to create the Community 
Passover Seder in the syna-
gogue sanctuary. This year, 
however, with the neces-
sity of self-isolating, from 

Woodstock Area Jewish Community holds virtual Seder

From the left, Lucy, Eli, Ian and Maggie Kraemer of Thetford are having fun 
during the Seder dinner as they connect with the Woodstock area Jewish 
community for Passover.                 David Kraemer Photo

the coziness of their homes, 
the Shir  Shalom commu-
nity came together online to 
build a seder. 

With communications and 
slides, and muting and pass-

words, more than 150 people 
from near and far were on-
line in Washington, Califor-
nia, Texas, Arizona, Flor-
ida and many other states 
throughout the country and 

even a video from Portugal, 
making it possible to come 
together for the retelling of 
the Passover story.

150 people lit candles, 
blessed the wine (kiddush), 

read from the Haggadah (the 
book of readings and seder 
order of service) and joyous-
ly sang and prayed together 
online. The technical capa-
bility to mute and unmute 
the participants meant a sin-
gle beautiful voice in song 
could be heard as well as 
the blending of Amens and 
Dayenus from many. One 
could hear and feel friends 
praying, a gift in this time of 
physical isolation and alone-
ness, together, separately.

The Passover seder is in-
tergenerational, one of its 
many delights. All the gener-
ations come together around 
the table, but this year in-
laws were on cell phones 
joining Zoom, and babies 
and grandparents, folks 
alone, folks with extend-
ed families, though apart, 
were very much together on 
screens.

Many individual voic-

es, young and old, par-
ticipated. Amongst them, 
Phyllis Forbes, President 
(Randolph) offered Greet-
ings; Jeanie Levitan (Roch-
ester) sang the Order of 
Service; Leone Bushkin 
(Brownsville) lit the Pass-
over candles; Merle Bush-
kin (Brownsville) blessed 
the wine; Zachary A., 7, 
asked the Four Questions 
in Hebrew while Maggie, 
Sam, Eli and Ian K. (aged 
two to 12) asked in English 
(Thetford Center); Ali Dag-
ger (Pittsburgh) performed 
“We Shall Overcome” with 
guitar; Lois Fein (Boston, 
Mass.) led Hallelujah!; and 
Tom Beck, former President 
and a resident of Woodstock, 
shared his wisdom. Also par-
ticipating were Arthur and 
Roni Skerker (Woodstock), 
Walter Golub (Orlando, 

Relief funds 
resurrected to 
assist during 
pandemic
By Neil Allen
Standard Staff

In response to the need for immediate assistance during 
the coronavirus pandemic, two relief funds have been 
resurrected from Hurricane Irene to help meet the needs 
throughout the area.

Woodstock Area Relief Fund
In the Woodstock area, a team of 19 local volunteers 

and other dedicated helpers announced a new fund, the 
Woodstock Area Relief Fund: COVID-19 (WARF) to assist 
the residents of the Woodstock area with funds for food, 
medication and shelter needs. The fund is administered by 
the Woodstock Community Trust.

“We are a group of community volunteers who got 
together to create a fund to raise funds to meet the immedi-

Woodstock 
fills school 
board seat
By Allan Stein
Standard Staff

The Woodstock Select Board appointed Julian 
Underwood to fill one of two vacant Woodstock positions 
to the Windsor Central Modified Unified Union School 
District (WCMUUSD) School Board. At a meeting on 
April 10, the Select Board voted unanimously in favor of 
Underwood’s one-year appointment following an interview 
via teleconference call.

In March, former school board chair Paige Hill resigned 
for health reasons, followed shortly thereafter by Malena 
Agin.

Underwood, a 14-year Woodstock resident, served as as-
sistant principal at Woodstock Union High School and was 
a teacher there for several years.

As unemployment grows, local outlook uncertain

See RELIEF FUNDS - Page 6A

See BOARD SEAT - Page 6A

See SEDER - Page 7A

Celebrating social distance style                      
  Linda Grant Reiman Photo

Last week happened to be the birthday of a senior arriving to get her lunch. Paula Audsley, Deanna 
Jones and Siobhan Wright from The Thompson Center were ready with a congratulatory song and 
signs to help her celebrate. 

By Neil Allen
Standard Staff

The coronavirus has 
brought thousands of busi-
nesses to a halt following 
Governor Phil Scott issuing 
an order that closed all non-
essential businesses, leaving 
tens of thousands of workers 
across Vermont out of jobs 
as of earlier this week. On 

April 8, there had been more 
than 73,000 initial claims 
made for unemployment 
benefits, or about 20 percent 
of the state’s workers, and 
the number is expected to 
grow when self-employed 
Vermonters begin to ap-
ply for benefits this week, 
according to Acting Labor 
Commissioner Michael Har-

rington.
The system, as anticipat-

ed, was not prepared for the 
number of claims that have 
come in, which has resulted 
in delays for people who are 
applying for the benefits.

“We can do better and we 
will do better,” said Har-
rington at a press confer-
ence last Friday. “We have a 

number of initiatives to help 
manage the large number of 
claims.”

Of the 73,000 claims, Har-
rington said 99 percent of 
them had been processed. 
“Last week we paid 38,000 
claims. That represents 

See OUTLOOK - Page 
6A
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RepoRt fRom montpelieR
By Sen. Alison Clarkson

(D-Windsor County)

President Donald Trump
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20500
202-456-1414
comments@whitehouse.gov

Senator Patrick Leahy
433 Russell Senate Office Bldg.
US Senate, Washington,DC  20510
202-224-4242
senator_leahy@leahy.senate.gov
199 Main Street
4th Floor, Burlington, VT   05401
800-642-3193

Senator Bernie Sanders
332 Dirksen Bldg.
US Senate, Washington, DC   20510
202-224-5141
www.sanders.senate.gov
1 Church Street
2nd Floor, Burlington, VT 05401
800-339-9834

Representative Peter Welch
2303 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC   20515
202-225-4115
www.welch.house.gov
128 Lakeside Avenue
Suite 235
Burlington, VT   05401 • 888-605-7270

Rutland-Windsor-1
Bridgewater, Chittenden, 
Killington,Mendon
Jim Harrison
75 Lazy Acres Road
North Chittenden, VT 05763
802-236-3001 (cell)
JHarrison@leg.state.vt.us

Windsor-1
Hartland, West Windsor, Windsor
Zachariah Ralph
59 Draper Road
Hartland, VT   05048
802-280-5066
zralph@leg.state.vt.us

Windsor-1
Hartland, West Windsor, Windsor
John Bartholomew
23 Linden Road, Hartland, VT 05048
802-436-2151
jbartholomew@leg.state.vt.us

Windsor-5
Reading, Woodstock, Plymouth
Charlie Kimbell
P.O. Box 142, Woodstock, VT   05091
802-296-1276
ckimbell@leg.state.vt.us

Windsor-4-1
Barnard, Hartford, Pomfret
Randall Szott
P.O. Box 4
Barnard, VT 05031
802-828-2228
rszott@leg.state.vt.us

Windsor County Senators 
Sen. Alison Clarkson
18 Golf Avenue
Woodstock, VT 05091
802-457-4627
aclarkson@leg.state.vt.us

Sen. Richard J. McCormack
127 Cleveland Brook Rd.
Bethel, VT 05032
802-763-6414
rmccormack@leg.state.vt.us
dmccormack127@gmail.com

Sen. Alice W. Nitka
P.O. Box 136
Ludlow, VT 05149
802-228-8432
anitka@leg.state.vt.us
alicenitka@comcast.net

STATE GOVERNMENT 
CONTACT 

INFORMATION:
Governor Phil Scott
109 State Street
Pavillion
Montpelier, VT   05609-0101
802-828-3333
Toll Free: 1-800-649-6825

FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT CONTACT 

INFORMATION:

Lt. Governor David 
Zuckerman
115 State Street
Montpelier, VT   05633-5401
802-828-2226

Post office institutes 
safety changes

To the Editor:
During these challenging times, postal employees are 

working hard to ensure residents stay connected with their 
world through the mail. Whether it’s medications, a pack-
age, a paycheck, benefits or pension check, a bill or letter 
from a family member, postal workers understand that 
every piece of mail is important. While service like this is 
nothing new to us, we need our communities’ help with 
social distancing.

For everyone’s safety, our employees are following the 
social distancing precautions recommended by the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and local health 
officials. We are asking people to not approach our carriers 
to accept delivery. Let the carrier leave the mailbox before 
collecting the mail. With schools not in session, children 
should also be encouraged to not approach a postal vehicle 
or carrier.

If a delivery requires a signature, carriers will knock on 
the door rather than touching the bell. They will maintain a 
safe distance, and instead of asking for a signature on their 
mobile device, they’ll ask for the resident’s name. The 
carrier will leave the mail or package in a safe place for 
retrieval.

We are proud of the role all our employees play in 
processing, transporting, and delivering mail and pack-
ages for the American public. The CDC, World Health 
Organization, as well as the Surgeon General indicate there 
is currently no evidence that COVID-19 is being spread 
through the mail.

With social distancing, we can keep the mail moving 
while keeping our employees, and the public, safe.

Regina Bugbee
District Manager U.S. Postal Service – Northern New 

England District

HCRS still providing 
mental health services

To the Editor,
The coronavirus is a challenge like no other we have 

faced in our lifetime. It is an invisible threat that is impact-
ing our communities and our world in ways we are only 
beginning to comprehend. 

At HCRS, we continue to provide our comprehensive 
mental health, substance abuse, and developmental disabil-
ity supports for thousands of individuals across Windham 
and Windsor counties. We’ve adapted to this public health 
crisis through the implementation of advanced technol-
ogy which allows us to provide services remotely, careful 
protocols for social distancing, creative online ways to 
connect with our Kindle Farm School students, and many 
other new methods of supporting our communities. 

During this time of heightened anxiety, our services are 
even more critical than ever. The Kaiser Family Founda-
tion conducted a poll between March 25-30, which found 
that 45 percent of adults indicated this crisis is affecting 
their mental health. We’re seeing people in our communi-
ties struggling with unemployment, housing and food chal-
lenges, and across the board concerns around health care, 
school closings, and social connectedness. This crisis has 
also delivered a feeling of uncertainty and ambiguity. Men-
tal health challenges and increases in opiate and substance 
use are a given. 

However, during a time when our country has become 
increasingly divided and polarized, this crisis is uniting 
us. Although the news reports are overwhelming, I see 
examples every day of people coming together to help 
stem the tide of this novel coronavirus. Here at HCRS, our 
Emergency Preparedness Response Team has met seven 
days a week since concerns of COVID-19 started to reach 
our region. Their dedication and commitment to our staff 
and clients has been remarkable. Our devoted staff are still 
at the front lines, continuing to provide services in creative 
ways. They are reaching out to people in need with their 
hearts instead of their hands — through the use of technol-
ogy — to ensure people are supported during this difficult 
time. 

In our communities, I see organizations working together 
to develop outside-the-box ways of supporting residents. 
Every day there are news reports of businesses finding new 
ways to provide services. People’s desire to overcome and 
create connections is alive and well. 

The resilience of the human spirit and the desire to 
overcome and create connection is alive and well and truly 
inspirational. This crisis has brought together people in in-
novative ways I could not have imagined. I, for one, am so 
immensely proud of our staff, the people we serve, and our 
communities in these most challenging times, and I know 
that we will get through this and will become stronger as a 
result.

George Karabakakis, Ph.D.
Chief Executive Officer, HCRS

Thank you to The 
Thompson Center

To the Editor,
Having read about its curbside lunch program in last 

week’s StandardI wanted to applaud, in person, the folks 
who make it happen. And, as a phone volunteer during this 
difficult time. I wanted to introduce myself to the senior 
I’ve been getting to know over the phone. 

These folks, and all the dedicated personnel who work 
tirelessly at the Senior Center in the midst of this frighten-
ing pandemic, are angels on earth. One has only to look at 
The Thompson Center’s April newsletter to see what they 
are doing to continue their connections with local seniors. 
Providing meals is obviously top priority, but classes, like 
Strength and Stretch taught by steadfast leader Liz Hat-
field, and Tai Chi with Anne Bower are now being held 
virtually via Zoom on the Internet. And if you need some-
one to get you groceries or do other necessary errands,The 
Thompson Center does that, too.  

I am amazed by The Thompson’s staff’s endless caring 
about each and every senior. Yesterday I observed that they 
asked each and every driver, “How are you doing?” And 
then conversed in response to every answer. They offered 
face masks to those without, cartons of eggs, hand sanitiz-
ers and jigsaw puzzles. And, when not busy curbside, they 
call housebound seniors every day to just chat and reassure 
them that they are not alone and that this too shall end. 
In my opinion, no credit is enough for the volunteers on 
the frontline who drive far and wide delivering Meals on 
Wheels Monday through Friday. 

Perhaps other Senior Center’s strive to do what Wood-
stock’s Senior Center does, but I’ve not heard of one that 
does it with more success and with greater heart than our 
own here in Woodstock.

Take a bow all you faithful and ardent folks at The 
Thompson Center. What would we do without you?

Linda Grant Reiman
South Barnard

Friends of Veterans 
are ready to assist

To the Editor,
During this pandemic, Friends of Veterans would like 

veterans in New Hampshire and Vermont to know that our 
organization is ready to provide financial assistance where 
a qualified need exists. We do have eligibility require-
ments; however, we are treating each financial request on 
a case by case basis. Due to guidelines established by the 
state of Vermont, we cannot take walk-ins. Veterans in 
need should apply through our website www.fovvtnh.org 
or call our office at 802-296-8368.

Friends of Veterans is an all-volunteer non-profit 501c(3) 
organization located in White River Junction. For over 30 
years, we have assisted veterans from Nashua to Ber-
lin, New Hampshire and from Bennington to Newport, 
Vermont. We provide financial assistance for mortgage 
and rent payments, fuel assistance, car repairs, and home 
repairs. We also assist veterans with PTSD to acquire a 
service dog. Our normal business hours are 11-3 Monday 
through Friday; however, we are doing our best to expand 
those hours to meet veteran needs throughout this pan-
demic.

Patt Taylor
President, Friends of Veterans

Vermont Legislature focused on 
providing relief to Vermonters
The Legislature’s priority focus during this unusual 

time is providing relief to Vermonters who face 
serious life challenges as a result of the COVID-19 

crisis. As we are all discovering, a surprising number of the 
needs of everyday life are affected by having to ‘stay safe, 
stay home.’ From reducing people’s economic burdens, 
to helping people stay in their homes, sign wills, notarize 
documents, consult with health 
care providers remotely, and 
create flexibility for our towns, 
to maintaining the financial 
viability of our emergency 
responders and to extending 
licensing renewals — there are countless ways ‘business 
as usual’ needs a legislative change to protect Vermonters 
during this pandemic. In order to carry this out, however, 
we have needed to adapt our own rules and procedures to 
the requirements of social distancing.

During the COVID crisis, many of us are now using 
remote meeting technology for our activities — business, 
family visits, even religious services happen through video 
conferencing. Now the Legislature has joined the club. For 
weeks the Vermont Legislature’s committees have been 
meeting remotely, and almost daily the full Senate has had 
video calls to discuss strategies and exchange information. 
Now we’ve added remote voting to the mix. 

It seemed quite natural to meet as an entire Senate by 
Zoom on Friday, April 10. But in fact it was a legislative 
‘first’ — and of some historic significance. While there 
have been unusual circumstances such as wars and natural 
disasters that have tested the Senate rules which require 
us to meet and vote in person, in the Statehouse, this was 
the first time in over 200 years that one of the Vermont’s 
legislative bodies debated bills and voted remotely. 

Sixteen of us had gathered in person in the Statehouse 
on the Wednesday before this historic session to pass 
a Senate Resolution which temporarily amends Senate 
Rules 10A and 32A authorizing the Senate to “participate, 
debate, deliberate and vote” remotely during a declared 
emergency by the Governor. To vote remotely we need to 

use both audio and video. The format authorized by the 
Rules Committee also enables the public to have access to 
our proceedings in a manner consistent with the Vermont 
constitution. After a dress rehearsal on Thursday afternoon, 
our first live, remote Session on Friday went seamlessly. 

The Senate passed four bills during its remote session on 
Friday. The first, a Judiciary bill, S.114, adapts certain judi-

cial proceedings to the needs of 
this emergency period, includ-
ing emergency landlord/tenant 
hearings, powers of attorney 
and deeds being executed 
remotely, and criminal defen-

dants appearing via video conferencing in court. 
The second, S. 182, addresses the challenges our emer-

gency medical and public safety services are facing in this 
crisis (financial, supplies and personnel), and provides 
for the temporary extension of plumber and electrician 
licenses. 

The third bill, S. 333, creates a state-wide moratorium on 
evictions and foreclosures during this emergency period. It 
allows for certain emergency eviction hearings if there is a 
serious threat to the health and safety of other tenants. 

And the last bill passed on Friday, H. 741, allows for 
criminal background checks to be done on contractors’ 
employees who are working on state owned or leased 
buildings. 

I appreciate hearing from you. I can be reached by email 
at aclarkson@leg.state.vt.us or by phone at 802-457-4627. 
To get more information on the Vermont Legislature, and 
the bills which are being debated now, those which have 
been proposed and passed, visit the legislative website at 
legislature.vermont.gov.
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